
MONARCHS OF BRIDGERLAND 
 
Western Monarch Summit 2020 | Jan 10-12, 2020 | Carmel, CA 
Members of our group, Becky Yeager, Jennifer Dowd, and Rose Greer, attended the first ever Western 
Monarch Summit. A great event focused on expert knowledge, monarch tagging, current issues the 
western monarch population faces. We visited overwintering sites and learned how to do winter 
counts. This trip also provided an opportunity to celebrate the regional contributions of Ron Hellstern, a 
significant part of our northern Utah group, who passed away a few days prior to the Summit. 
 

 
 
Milkweed Seed Preparation | February 19, 2020 
This event focused on cold stratification (spring seed prepping) for a spring planting event.   
 
Native Plant Propagation Workshop | March 11, 2020 
Due to COVID issues, USU could not allow the greenhouse to be used for the annual native plant 
propagation workshop. Becky Yeager from our group hosted the event and we were all able to enjoy a 
brisk outdoor morning with native seed planting and the unique RooTrainer baskets.  
 
Seedling Transplant | March 22, 2020 
Utilizing social distancing standards, we planted over 1,800 seedlings and packaged more than 100 
pollinator flower seed mixes to give away at our events and to those interested.   

 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
Utah's Monarchs & Winged Wonders | Webinar | June 24, 2020 
Due to COVID, we decided to move our annual Monarch festival to a Webinar format. With guest 
speakers focused on bees (Joseph Wilson, USU Biology),  fireflies (Christy Bills, Natural History Museum 
of Utah) and Monarchs (Gail Horner, Southwest Monarch Study), we celebrated pollinator week the best 
way that we could and gathered virtually to enjoy conservation! One of our favorite local nurseries, 
Freckle Farm, gave a code for an instore discount on fall perennials. We had support from: RAE 
Environmental, Nibley City, Cache Valley Wildlife Association, and Freckle Farm. Interest during the 
event was great with lots of questions for our speakers and discussion threads. We had very positive 
feedback from our first webinar! Special Thank you! to Taylor Jacobsen who designed our graphics and 
logo for this event.  
 

 
 
Utah's Monarchs & Winged Wonders | 4th Annual Event & Festival | 2020 
Originally planned for June 25, 2020 and then mid-July, we were sad to postpone our event until public 
gathering is considered safe. We put a lot of work into speakers, educational outreach, children’s 
activities with community sponsors, graphic design, bands, food trucks and more. We look forward to 
putting on our in-person event when appropriate and appreciate the patience and dedication of those 
working with us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Firefly Park, Nibley, Utah | Ongoing 
Firefly Park is newly established nature park in Nibley, Utah.  It is a unique environment with naturally 
occurring wetlands and grasslands and supports a multitude of showy milkweed and native plants.  It 
also hosts one of the few firefly populations in Utah.  Last year, we conducted a Xerces study to 
determine monarch breeding activity.  A similar study is being conducted this year as part of the Utah 
Pollinator Pursuit program.  In addition, the development of a large pollinator garden is in the early 
stages with the placement of a concrete border in the shape of a butterfly, preparation of the site 



(weeding/mulching/planting), and installation of an irrigation system (this fall).  In spring 2021, the 
nectaring plants will be planted to create the “veins” of the butterfly. The garden, combined with the 
naturally occurring milkweed, will greatly enhance the area for monarch breeding. 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE THE FOLLOWING HAS BEEN MOVED TO THE MAIN PAGE, STATEWIDE PROGRAMS with the 
remaining photos available to use as needed 
 
RAE Environmental 
RAE Environmental is a small NGO located in northern Utah. In 2019 we launched our program Western 
Monarch Pollinator Pathways (WMPP), a dedicated conservation effort to increasing habitat availability 
and connectivity along monarch migratory corridors. The majority of our efforts are currently in 
northern and central Utah where we take a 3-level approach for increasing habitat:  
 
1.) Elementary School Garden Program - we provide plants and resources for elementary schools to 
establish a pollinator garden on school grounds, with the option of certifying it as an official monarch 
way station with continued;  
2.) Large Landowner Sanctuaries - we work with landowners owning >4 acres of property who desire to 
enhance or establish pollinator habitat; 
3.) October Milkweed Awareness and Free Seed Distributions - for the month of October, we raise 
awareness for migrating monarchs and encourage individuals through our social media outlets to plant 
native milkweeds in their home gardens. Seeds are provided free of charge!   
 
A combination of locally sourced native seeds and plants are provided with instructions and planting 
guidelines for all qualifying programs, free of charge. Last year we were able to distribute approximately 
14,000 milkweed seeds and 1000 native seeds/plugs through our programs. Five Monarch Waystations 
are currently in production which will greatly increase our Waystation count in the northern part of the 
state.  
 
In addition to individual efforts, we have been working closely with Monarchs of Bridgerland (northern 
Utah) to maximize conservation efforts, community outreach, and collaborative approaches to promote 
best practices. Other collaborations include project participation with Audubon Society, local parks & 
businesses, and regional consulting firms specializing in various habitat restoration projects. 



 
More information about our organization and programs can be found one our website:  
raeenvironmentalinc.org 
 
 
 
 
PHOTOS BELOW CAN BE USED AS NEEDED 

http://raeenvironmentalinc.org/


 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 
 
 
 
  
 


